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Where do you want 
to make a             

difference? 

 

 Transportation  

 Foster care, 
Adoption, Kinship 
Services 

 Substance Abuse 

 Homelessness 

 Healthy Youth 

 Suicide            
Prevention 

 Hunger 

 Disabled         

Individuals 

 Older Adults 

 Young Children 

 Community Data 

 

Contact  

Anne Rennie:              

arennie@cmhliv.org 
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Connections 
Livingston County residents are known for 

their giving spirit and strong community 

identity.  Each year, Foster Care provides 

support to over 150 children in our county.  

These children need connections.  Whether 

the connection is a home with a loving     

family or a mentor who can help them     

navigate life.  Sadly, our county is often 

short foster homes for our local children and 

kids are placed outside of our county.   We 

need to support our kids and families staying 

in the county. 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters continues to recruit 

youth who have lived or are living in a foster 

care home, who would like a mentor.  Their 

screened and supervised mentors see the 

young person they are “matched” with at 

least twice a month.  The community-based 

program provides mentoring to youth 

through volunteers that pick the youth up at 

their residence and take them into the community to do 

fun things.  Also, many of the schools in Livingston 

County have partnered with Big Brothers Big Sisters to 

provide at school mentoring opportunities. The Lunch 

Buddies program provides a mentor to a child in elemen-

tary school who comes to school and has lunch with their 

assigned child, Big Futures provides high School mentors 

in an after-school program, and Rockin’ Readers provides 

reading help to students at Lakes Elementary.   

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters works with youth between the 

ages of 5 and 14 and also with youth who have been or are 

in the foster care system between the ages of 14 and 

21.  Call 517-546-1140 for more details. 

 

If you are interested 

in Foster Parenting 

or being a Host 

Home, please contact 

517-548-0233 for 

more   information. 

 

Anonymous and other 12 step programming  

 A link with some integration to SUD provid-

ers and co-location of engagement groups. 

 Outreach through phone calls and other ways 

to support recovery goals through the use of 

volunteer and existing recovery community. 

 Provide a safe place to divert from Emergency 

Rooms, Jails, etc. 

 Access to support during evening and week-

ends with quick access to treatment and sup-

port when they are ready and need it. 

 Referral to available sub. use services.  

 Clearinghouse and openness to different 

modes of treatments/support that is culturally 

relevant to all individuals. 

 Crisis intervention or “just in time support” 

versus long term treatment. 

 Warm and calming environment. 

 Support for family members/significant others 

of those in recovery. 

 

LCCMHA is working closely on a partnership with 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital-Livingston on securing a 

location.  It is the hope that the Livingston County 

Engagement Center will open in the spring of 

2016.  

What’s New in Livingston? 
What is New in Livingston County?  An innovative 

substance use program is new.  Livingston County 

Community Mental Health Authority (LCCMHA), in 

partnership with substance use providers, wrote 

and received a grant from the Community Mental 

Health Partnership of Southeast Michigan 

(CMHPSM) to develop a substance use Engagement 

Center.  The Engagement Center will allow for the 

integration of substance use disorders and            

co-occurring adults a 12 to 24 hour a day approach 

of support and recovery.  It is the intention that this 

program would not duplicate services and supports 

that exist in the community. Instead, the center will 

fill the gaps of support for individuals in recovery 

and create a bridge to treatment and a touchstone 

to successful recovery.   

 

Some program components of this model are: 

 Peer led Recovery Coaching and Mentoring 

 Peer led Recovery Support Groups 

 A link or co-located Dual Recovery          
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Workgroups Hard at Work 

T he Homeless       
Continuum of Care 

Committee was hard at 

work again this year raising 
awareness about       

homelessness.  The     
Connection Youth Services  

displayed silhouettes on 
the Courthouse lawn to 

represent the number of 

people counted each year 
on a one day count  

(approx. 100).  They would 
all say the lack of snow 

was an added benefit this 

year.   

The committee also held 

their annual Art Show at 

the Howell Opera House.  
This Art Show showcases 

art from community artists, 
including students at the 

Bridge Alternative High 

School and St. Joseph Catholic 
School.  Both schools support 

this event each year.  The art is 

judged by Diane Kramer, local 
artist,  and ribbons and prizes 

are awarded to the artists.   

T his year, the committee 
chose to share a clearer 

picture of this population in our 
county,  by sharing the number 

of people and children served for 

homelessness last year.  These 
numbers are 773 people 

(including 261 children).        
Together we can reduce that 

number. 

The Committee would like 
to say a special THANK 
YOU to Vickie Smith from 
The Connection Youth   
Services.  Without her   

dedication to this    
population and this 
event, it would not    
occur.  We will miss her 
leadership as she retires 
in 2016! 

Thank 

You   

Vickie! 

 

with a limited income.   
 

Every winter break, The   

Education Project has a 

snack pack donation drive to 

help supplement the meals      

students would typically be 

provided at school.  The  

donation drive will begin 

November 30th and run 

through December 11th.  The 

snack packs will be          

distributed to each student 

eligible for McKinney-Vento       

services the week of        

December 14th.  Thanks to 

the overwhelming support of 

the community nearly 300 

students received snack 

packs last year and 20    

emergency food kits were 

C hildren who are     

homeless often have a 

number of challenges that 

can cause disruptions to their 

education. To combat these 

disruptions, the Livingston 

Educational Service Agency 

(LESA) developed The    

Education Project. This    

project strives to support the 

children’s needs and reduce 

the impact of homelessness.   
 

Throughout the school year 

students considered  

McKinney-Vento eligible 

receive free and reduced 

breakfast and lunch.  This 

means that students have the 

opportunity to eat at least two 

meals five days a week.    

Affording food can be very 

costly especially for a family 

given out to families in need of 

food.   

Snack pack items include but 

are not limited to pudding, 

crackers, snack size chips/

pretzels, granola bars, mini  

cereal boxes, ramen noodles, 

oatmeal, popcorn, juice boxes, 

etc.  Without the support of the 

community the snack packs 

would not happen.   

Thank You and Happy         

Holidays from The Education 

Project and LESA! 

Summer by the  
Numbers  

 
Community Gardens 

 

 10 Gardens 
 17,551 pounds of 

fresh produce donat-
ed for ending hunger 
programs 

 25 locations—where 
produce was donat-
ed   

 404 unduplicated 
volunteers  

 1,707 hours of      
volunteer support. 

 Community Outreach 
reached 750 people 
through garden 
groups, speaking 
engagements and 
special events.  

 Both Howell and 
Brighton Farmers 
Markets accepted 
SNAP benefits this 
summer. 

 
Summer Lunch Bunch 
 

 7 sites served food 
 6,767 Meals served 

on site 
 17,618 Meals provid-

ed through fresh 
packs and pantry 
packs 

 24,385 meals provid-
ed this summer 

 208 volunteers 
 2,554 volunteer 

hours 

A Community of Support 
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be someone who makes a difference in 
the world, but his grades were not        
representing that knowledge and passion.  
He almost gave up trying , until he came 
to The Bridge, as the school is known.  He 
shared how being exposed to art and 
different teaching and learning styles has 
helped him to flourished and he is not  
only well on his way to being in law      
enforcement, but also a possible  career in 
art.  He is gifted, there is no doubt as you 
look at his blind artwork shown here.  And 
his future looks bright, as he was sharing  
that he will graduate from the school in 
December and has a goal to start at 
Washtenaw Community College to follow 
both his dreams.   

Derek reminded all of us that not          
everyone learns and grows the same, but 
if you give someone the tools to build 
their dreams and the space to accomplish 
it, they can.  His teacher, Jake VanNote, 
shared how watching students, like Derek 

T he Livingston County Consortium on Aging   
recently announced its awarding of Fall grants 

to eight area non-profits serving Livingston County 
seniors.  These are as a result of the proceeds form 
the Consortium’s annual Caregiver Fair and Senior 
Power Day events.   
 
The Fall Grant recipients  
 
First Baptist Church of Howell $500 for LOVE, 
Inc. - assemble/maintain personal item inventory  
 

Hartland Senior Center $500 to purchase LCD  
projector for presentations 
 

Howell Senior Center $1000 to purchase            
refrigerator/freezer and coffee machine 
 

Livingston County Catholic Charities $500 to 
augment Christmas “care packages” 

T he Homeless Awareness 
Week Activities always 

bring to light issues in the   
county and helps people to 
share their story.  As I was tak-
ing pictures of the silhouettes, I 
had people ask me about them 
and share their own stories of  
struggles.  But, it was at the Art 
Show that I really felt moved.  I 
had the opportunity to meet an 
incredible young man, Derek 
Mason.   Derek is a student at 
The Bridge Alternative High 
School in Brighton.  He shared 
his story which had me and 
those around us thinking.   

Derek Is only 17, but his wisdom 
far exceeds his age.  He shared 
the challenges he had growing 
up and matching his learning 
style with the traditional       
education processes.  He knew 
he would and could grow up to 

find their talent is the reason he loves 
to teach.   

Respectfully submitted by Anne Rennie 

Community Collaborative Planner 
  

Livingston Story of Hope 

 
Livingston Essential 
Transportation $500 
to purchase “granny 
carts” to assist seniors 
with bringing home 
the goods  
 

Putnam Twp Senior 
Center $1000  to purchase a desk for senior use, 
reliable phone system, and/or sound absorbing   
drapery 
 

Salvation Army of Livingston County $1000 to 
augment “Summer Lunch Bunch” program 
 

VINA Dental Center $1000 
to provide dental services to low income seniors 
 

G rants were initiated in 2009; since then there 
have been eleven grant cycles. 

To date, the Consortium has granted $70,333.6 
  
For more information: 
Www.livingstoncoa.org 
 

Dollars Make a Difference $$$ 



622 E. Grand River Ave 

Howell, Michigan 

48843 

Phone: 517-586-2039 

Fax: 517-552-2526 

E-mail: arennie@cmhliv.org 

What is the Purpose of the  
Livingston County HSCB? 

The Livingston HSCB started in 1989 and was officially recognized as the coun-

ty Multi-Purpose Collaborative Body by the state and county Board of Commis-

sioners in 1995. Now, referred to as a Community Collaborative by the state, 

the HSCB is comprised of 26 appointed members that work together to coor-

dinate health and human services across systems. The HSCB also: 

 Develops strategies and programs to meet current and future needs 

 Fiscally manages state-funded collaborative initiatives 

 Monitors the effectiveness and efficiency of collaborative projects 

The HSCB does this work through established committees and workgroups 

which have specific goals and objectives to complete. The HSCB and most 

workgroups meet monthly and consist of representatives from public and non-

profit organizations, business, and interested residents of the county. To learn 

about the work of the HSCB, contact Anne Rennie at arennie@cmhliv.org.                

Livingston County Human 

Services Collaborative Body 

Upcoming Events in Livingston 

Ensuring a system of support for 

members of our community.  

We are on the web at : 
http://www.co.livingston.mi.us/hscb/  

 

Livingston Essential Transportation Services (LETS) is holding their 20th Annual Stuff the Bus on December 
4th and 5th at the Howell WalMart.  The event is from 11 am– 6 pm each day. 

 
If you are over 60 years of age visit the Hamburg, Hartland, Fowlerville, and Gregory Senior Centers on 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 for our special holiday meal.   
Please call your local senior center to reserve your meal.   

 
Christmas Celebration at Cornerstone! 

Join us for Dinner and a Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 12th.  Doors open at 4:30 pm 
For more information, call 810-494-4059. 

 
The American Legion offers a home cooked meal on Christmas Day (home delivery or available at the post), 

please call American Legion Post 141 for more information.  (517) 546-2534. 
 

Family to Family Class free education program for friends and family of adults who live with mental illness.  
Class is 12 weeks long and starts on January 11th.  Times are 6:30-9.   

Call Karen at  517-546-7742 for more information. 
 

Human Services Collaborative Body will be hosting their 2015 Annual Meeting on February 1st from 8:30 to 
10 am at the Livingston Educational Service Agency (LESA) Building.  For more information, contact Anne 

Rennie at arennie@cmhliv.org or 517-586-2039. 
 

OLHSA’s annual Walk for Warmth is on February 20th at the Hartland Educational Support Service Center, 
9525 E. Highland Road, Howell. Registration begins at 8:30 am and those interested in the event can find 

more information at www.olhsa.org/walkforwarmth  
 

Livingston County Catholic Charities Salute to the Stars and Celebrity 
Dance Competition 

Join us March 12th at 6:30 at Crystal Gardens 
For more information, please call Julie Amman at 517-545-5944 Ext. 120 

“Individually, we are one drop. 

Together, we are an ocean.” 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Community Connect is 
Saturday, February 6th 
at Parker Middle School Like us on  

Facebook 

http://www.olhsa.org/walkforwarmth

